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. V V LOS ANGELES— Joseph A. 
’■ t Ball, 97, a highly respected Cali- 
• fomia trial lawyer who probably 
' was best known for his role as se- 
nior counsel on the Warren Com- 
'inission that investigated the as- 
■ “ >, - sassination of President John F. 

■ : Kennedy, died Sept.21 in a hospi- 
", tal in Long Beach, Calif. The cause 
of death was not reported. 

\ .He had ah active courtroom ca- 
reer stretching more than a half- 
- J j -century. He defended such notori* 
• V ous clients as Watergate figure 
: John D. Ehrlichman, automaker 
■ : John DeLorean and Saudi Arabian 
‘ fmanderAdnan Khashoggi. 

* , ,r -.Called one of the leading Amer- 
. ican trial lawyers of his generation 
. by the National Law Journal, Mr. 

Ball also helped draft the Califor- 
, ■ , nia Evidence Code and Tort 
• , Claims Act and played an impor- 
tant role in revising federal rules 
- ' of criminal procedure. 

'Colleagues praised his gentle 
but effective courtroom style and 
, ' ability to deliver eloquent argu- 
ments without notes. " 

. jFormer California governor Ed- 
' ' mund G. -“Eat” .Brown 0), who 
. died in l996, twice offered, to ap- 
.point him to the state Supreme 
.Court, but Mr. Ball turned him 
, ., down. 

' - “I like the practice of law,” he 


later explained, ‘and I never want- 
ed a life on the bench.* 

He once described trial work as 
*a , terrific strain. You work like 
thunder, like preparing for an ath- 
letic event You give up all of your 
outside activities for months. You 
get sick and tired, and you won- 
, • der.Why did I take this case?" And 
then, when the next one comes 
along, you take it.’ , f- , . 

He was chosen for Warren Com- 
mission duty by then-U.S. Chief 
Justice Earl Warren, a former Re- 
publican governor and attorney 
. general of California. Mr. Ball and 
another lawyer, David Belin, were 
assigned the task of determining . 
the identity of Kennedy's assassin. ; 

1 , ' Some. 10,000 pieces of paper 
were rolled into his office, in- 
cluding reports from the FBI, the 
Dallas police apd sheriff and the 
CIA. He and Belin spent their first 
fnonth organizing the information 
and cataloguing it on index cards: 
He later proposed procedures 
- used by the entire staff, including: 

1 field investigations and oral in- 


Mr. Ball wrote most of the con- 
troversial report, which concluded 
that Lee Harvey Oswald acted 
alone m the shooting of the presi- 
denfc He took the report to the 
chief justice. > 

. During the Watergate scandal, 
Mr. Ball was West Coast counsel 
for Ehrlichman, the Nixon aide 


who was charged with conspiring 
to violate the civil rights of Lewis 
Fielding, the Beverly Hills psychi- 
atrist of Pentagon Papers figure 
Daniel Ellsberg, and of perjuring 
himself when he. denied priori 
knowledge of a June 1973 break-in 
at Lewis’s office. 

Ehrlichman was convicted in 
1974 on the conspiracy charge 
and on three counts of making a 
false statement to a grand jury in 
connection with the Fielding 
break-in and served 18 months in 
. prison. •■’■■■ ; . 

In 1980, Mr. Ball battled anoth- 
er courtroom heavyweight, Mar- 
vin Mitchelson, in the $2.5 billion 
divorce suit of Sorayar Khashoggi 
. against financier and arms dealer 
Adnan Khashoggi. The lawsuit. 


»» luvu.uu wax lAMEIijr ixnauuua OUCj^d* 

tions; including one that Khashog- 
gi ran a bordello in New York, was 
settled out of court in 1982, and 
the'terms were not made public. 

: In 1983, Mr. Ball represented 
another well-known figure, auto- 
maker John Z. DeLorean, against 
charges of conspiring to possess 
and distribute cocaine and heroin. 
DeLorean was acquitted on all 
counts ip 1984. ; 

, In 1984, the American Bar As- 
sociation established the - Joseph - 
A. Ball Bind to honor outs tanding 
lawyers and support public service 
and education programs of the 
ABA. ' . 





